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» DIRECT FROM CDC ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

nvironmental health practitioners

play a critical role in the preven-

tion, identification, and mitigation
of Legionnaires' disease outbreaks (Kunz &
Cooley, 2016). Over the last 20 years, Legion-
naires' disease outbreaks have increased sig-
nificantly and the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) continues to learn about
the disease and how to prevent it (Association
of State and Territorial Health Officials, 2019;
CDC, 2019). For example, CDC investigations
show almost all (9 in 10) Legionnaires’ disease
outbreaks were caused by problems prevent-
able with more effective building water man-
agement. Water management programs have
become an important industry standard and are
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now required in healthcare facilities nationwide
(Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services,
2018; Veterans Health Administration, 2014).

Updated Guidance on Preventing
Legionella in Water Systems
and Devices
ASHRAE recently released expanded and
updated guidelines (Guideline 12-2020) to
help prevent Legionnaires' disease (ASHRAE,
2020). These guidelines support water man-
agement programs and significantly expand
previous guidance.
The ASHRAE Guideline 12-2020:
e provides design, operation, and control
parameters for various devices and systems,

such as decorative fountains, hot tubs, cool-
ing towers, and potable water systems;

e includes considerations for when Legio-
nella testing is appropriate;

e reviews recent and evolving Legionella
testing methods; and

e suggests response activities according to
routine Legionella testing results.

New Toolkit for Controlling
Legionella in Common Sources of
Exposure From the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
CDC created a series of six easy-to-use con-
tent modules to summarize the updated
guidance. This toolkit aims to help environ-



eld experience during outbreak responses
and to better align with Guideline 12-2020.
Public health of cials can use LEAF to gain
a thorough understanding of a facility’s water
systems and assist facility management with
using environmental control measures to
minimize the risk of Legionnaires’ disease.
It can also be used along with epidemiologic
information to determine whether to conduct
Legionella environmental sampling and to
develop a sampling plan.
A key revision to LEAF includes an
panded cooling tower appendix rg
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