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(Table 1). One additional module describes 
considerations if Legionella testing is conducted 
for routine purposes, such as water manage-
ment program validation. The testing module 
contains practical information such as values 
for performance indicators and a multifactorial 
approach to understanding test results.

Updated Legionella Environmental  
Assessment Form for Building 
Water Systems From the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention
CDC has also updated the Legionella Environ-
mental Assessment Form (LEAF) based on 

�eld experience during outbreak responses 
and to better align with Guideline 12-2020. 
Public health of�cials can use LEAF to gain 
a thorough understanding of a facility’s water 
systems and assist facility management with 
using environmental control measures to 
minimize the risk of Legionnaires’ disease. 
It can also be used along with epidemiologic 
information to determine whether to conduct 
Legionella environmental sampling and to 
develop a sampling plan.

A key revision to LEAF includes an 
expanded cooling tower appendix re�ned 
over the course of multiple CDC-led �eld 
investigations. During an outbreak involving 
cooling towers, rapid identi�cation and envi-
ronmental assessment are essential to limit 
the number of people exposed. The updated 
LEAF supports CDC procedures developed 
in 2019 for identifying cooling towers during 
an outbreak investigation (Figure 2).

By sharing knowledge and developing easy-
to-use resources, CDC hopes to empower local 
communities to prevent outbreaks of Legion-
naires’ disease. Explore CDC’s free Legionella 
resources at www.cdc.gov/legionella/health-
depts/environmental-inv-resources.html. 
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